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of all forms of adornment. There were among them many who, in the
ordinary course of events, would have been prepared to follow any
fashionable and expensive style of attire, but the more zealous and
earnest carried the more worldly with them, and the few who were
overcome by the desire for greater display were soundly reprimanded
for their carnal longings.
Perhaps the most uniformly distinctive feature of the Puritans was
the closely cropped hair. It was from this custom that they acquired the
nickname of Roundheads, which is stated to have first been applied to
them by the consort of Charles I.
DRABNESS   OF   THE   PURITANS
The man's costume consisted of coarsely woven doublet and hose of
a drab colour; a heavy cloak of an equally sombre hue, wrapped
completely around him; stockings of thick worsted; and a stern
and forbidding high-crowned hat, broad in the brim and without
trimmings of any kind. The neck was wrapped in a wide band of
plain ribbon, called a falling band.
The costume of the Puritan woman was equally plain. Usually grey
in colour, it lacked all such trivialities as embroidery, ribbons and lace,
but was not infrequently made of good-quality silk. The sleeves of the
gown were always long and lacking in fullness; no good Puritan
woman was ever guilty of exposing any part of her arm.
The neck was covered with a fold of white cambric or a muslin
kerchief, and the outdoor attire was completed by a severely plain
hood fastened below the chin, or a high-crowned, broad-brimmed felt
hat. In spite of its plain severity, there was nevertheless a certain
fascination about the costume of the Puritan woman, engendered by
its simplicity and neatness.
FACE   PATCHING   BECOMES   THE   RAGE
One remarkable craze that became fashionable during the reign of
Charles I was face patching. Women of all ages were to be seen with
their faces bedecked with every conceivable form of "patch,** from
black spots designed like the sun, moon or stars, hearts or crosses, to
the elaborate design of a coach and horses stretching right across the
forehead. The fashion was immensely popular for many years, and
lapsed only towards the close of the century.
IN   THE   PERSIAN   MODE
With the end of the Commonwealth, the stage was set for a retunx
to an even greater extravagance and luxuriousness in dress than was
the case in the earlier Stuart period.
One noteworthy feature of the reign of Charles II (1660-1685) was &e
introduction of a garment which has, with some modifications, pemstei
in male attire down to the present day. This was a straight, ccitefess
coat which reached to below the knees and was buttoned from the aeck